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passed by Congress (1864), but was 'killed'
by 'pocket-veto' by President Lincoln. Davis
and Wade thereupon issued the 'Wade-Davis
Manifesto' denouncing the President. He
published The War of Ormuzd and Ahriman
in the Nineteenth Century (1853), an ar-
raignment of slavery.

Davis, James John (1873- ), Ameri-
can public official, was born in Tredegar,
Wales. He was brought to America at the age
of eight years. He early became interested
in labor problems, and has held various of-
fices in the Amalgamated Association of Iron,
Steel, and Tin Workers. In 1921 he became
Secretary of Labor in President Harding's
Cabinet, was reappointed by Presidents Cool-
idge and Hoover. U. S. Senator from Penn-
sylvania for term 1933-9.

Davis, Jefferson (1808-89), American
statesman, the President of the Confederate
States, was born on June 3, 1808, in what is
now the village of Fairview, Todd co., Ken-
tucky. He was graduated from West Point
in 1828, served in the Black Hawk War, and
in 1835 resigned from the army. For several
years he devoted himself assiduously to the
raising of cotton and to study, but in 1843
began to take an active part in politics as a
States Rights Democrat. In 1845 n^ was elect-
ed to the national House of Representatives,
but resigned in June, 1846, to take part in the
Mexican War, and as colonel of a Mississippi
regiment served under General Taylor at
Monterey and at Buena Vista, where he par-
ticularly distinguished himself and was se-
verely wounded. From 1847 to 1851 he was
a member of the U. S. Senate and was a con-
spicuous opponent of the Compromise Mea-
sures of 1850. From 1853 to 1857 he was an
efficient Secretary of War in the Cabinet of
President Pierce, and from 1857 to January,
1861, when he resigned, he was again a mem-
ber of the Senate.

In the period immediately before the out-
break of the Civil War, Davis was preemin-
ently the spokesman of the South. Himself a
slaveholder, he defended slavery. Before the
inauguration of President Lincoln he with-
drew (Jan. 21, 1861) from the Senate, and
soon afterward, on Feb. 8, 1861, was elected
provisional President of the Confederate
States. He was inaugurated on Feb. 18, was
unanimously reflected President under the
permanent Confederate Constitution in No-
vember, 1861, and held office throughout the
Civil War.

Though his high character and his devotion
to the Confederacy were everywhere recog-

nized, his administration met with severe
criticism almost from the beginning, and the
general opinion of historians is that he was
not equal to the demands which the great
and devastating Civil War made upon him
A week before the surrender of General Lee
he left Richmond, but on May 10, 1865, was
captured by Federal troops near Irwinville,
Ga. For two years thereafter he was confined
as a prisoner at Fortress Monroe, awaiting
trial for treason, but was released on bail
in May, 1867, and the judicial proceedings
against him were abandoned in February,
1869, by an order of nolle prosequi. In 1879
he retired to his estate at Beauvoir, near
Biloxi, Miss., where he devoted himself to
study and writing, and in 1881 published his
Rise and Fall of the Confederate States, nar-
rating the stirring events of 1861-5. Consult
biographies by his second wife, by Pollard,
by Alfriend, and by Dodd.
Davis, or Davys, John (c. 1550-1605),
English navigator. He was in charge of ex-
peditions in search of a northwest passage
to China and India. Davis was murdered by
shipwrecked Japanese, whom he picked up
off the coast of Penang. He published The
World's Hydro graphical Description and The
Seaman's Secrets, and invented the back staff
or Davis' quadrant.
Davis, John Chandler Bancroft (1822-
1907), American lawyer and diplomat, was
born in Worcester, Mass. He served as agent
of the United States before the Geneva Court
of Arbitration that settled the Alabama
Claims in 1871-2.
Davis, John William (1873- ), Ameri-
can diplomat, was born in Clarksburg, W.
Va. He was elected to the 62d and 636. Con-
gresses (1911-15), resigning to become Solici-
tor-General of the United States in 1913.
From 1913 to 1918 he served as Counselor for
the American Red Cross, and in the latter year
was a member of the American delegation for
conference with the Germans on the treat-
ment and exchange of prisoners of war, at
Berne, Switzerland. In 1918 he was appoint-
ed by President Wilson as Ambassador to
Great Britain, a post which he resigned in
April, 1921. In 1924 he was the Democratic
nominee for the presidency of the United
States. He was president of the American
Bar Association in 1922-3.
Davis, Katharine Bement (1860-1935),
American sociologist. She was Commissioner
of Correction for New York City.
Davis, Matthew L. (1766-1850), Ameri-
can author, was born in New York City.